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International Specialists in the Environment MEMORANDUM

TO: Paul La Courreye, EPA Region 9 Site Screening Coordinator
FROM: Paul H. Brown, Ecology and Environment, Inc. Yfzilﬁz’
DATE: August 12, 1988

SUBJECT: Reassessment of Valerion Corporation, Riverside

EPA ID¥: CAD980884415

THROUGH: Tom Carter, Ecology and Environment, Inc§:7t2i;’,

COPY: FIT Master File
Patty Cook, Ecology and Environment, Inc.
Don Plain, California Department of Health Services,
Sacramento
Jim Bennett, Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana
Region, Riverside

INTRODUCTION

Under Technical Directive Document number F9-8709-019, Ecology and
Environment, Inc.’s Field Investigation Team (FIT) has been tasked to
reassess all Preliminary Assessments (PAs) in the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System
(CERCLIS) with "active" or "pending" status according to guidelines
established to implement the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(SARA). The strategy for determination of further action under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) is based solely on each site’s potential to achieve a score high
enough on the Hazard Ranking System (HRS) for inclusion on the National
Priorities List (NPL). This strategy is intended to identify those sites
posing the highest relative risk to human health or the environment. All
other sites needing remedial or enforcement follow-up will be referred to
the States or an appropriate Federal agency.

This site was evaluated primarily using the original HRS model.
Additionally, this site was also evaluated for its potential to score
using the draft revised HRS model. The following is a summary of FIT’s
findings with regard to this site.

t/val/para/pb ;

recycled paper




SUMMARY

Valenite, a division of the Valerion Corporation, manufactured tungsten
carbide toolings from 1970 until 1982 at 2180 Iowa Avenue in Riverside,
California. The Valerion Corporation has since undergone a merger to
become GTE-Valerion. The plant employed approximately 60 employees.

From August 1982 until some time in 1984, the site was inactive. In 1984
the site was purchased by Valley Printing and has been operated as a
printing shop until the present.

A 1978 inspection by the City of Riverside’s industrial waste inspector
indicated that all equipment on-site was of the regeneration or
recirculation type. Wastes produced on-site included metal filings,
heptane (solvent) grinding sludge, oil, and graphite. The metal filings
were reclaimed and returned to the production process. The heptane was
recycled through an evaporation and distillation process that was 97.85%
efficient. The 2.15% left over was lost to evaporation in the atmosphere
(ref.l). The grinding sludge was collected in 55-gallon drums allowed to
dry out and reused in production. No information on the regular disposal
of waste o0il and graphite is available. The process equipment on-site
wvas serviced monthly, including, removal of solids, by an unknown
contractor. The type of waste solids removed and manner of eventual
disposal is unknown. The City of Riverside conducted another inspection
in 1981, after receiving an anonymous tip that chemicals had been
disposed of in a pit behind the plant. The inspection report noted trace
materials of an oil origin along with graphite in two major areas. The
facility manager indicated that the practice of dumping o0il and graphite
had been stopped several months earlier but provided no further
information. The site has been regulated by the City of Riverside’s
Industrial Waste Section and is not listed in the RCRA data base. No
on-site soil testing has been conducted.

The amount of waste dumped on-site cannot be determined from available
file information. However, the trace amounts described by the inspector
indicate a small quantity of waste on-site.

The site’s location on the outskirts of the Riverside area limits the
potential groundwater targets. Local groundwater is contaminated with
dibromochloropropane and nitrates and is not used for drinking water
within 3 miles of the site. The only well water use within 3 miles of
the site is for crop irrigation. The nearest well used for irrigation is
1.75 miles from the site and has a screened interval from 60 to 92 feet.

The surface water nearest the site is the Santa Ana River, 2 miles away.
No use is made of this surface water, however. The Santa Ana River south
of the City of Riverside is a riparian wetland and a proposed critical
habitat for the least bells vireo, an endangered bird. This area is
approximately 3 miles from the site.

The site’s air route target area encompasses a significant urban area.
The northern half of metropolitan Riverside is located within 4 miles of
the site. The City of Riverside has a population of 203,000; however, it
covers an area much larger than the area within 4 miles of the site.
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The possibility of a significant heath hazard emanating from this site
through the groundwater, surface wvater, or air route is low due to the
apparently small amount of waste on-site. The lack of surface water
intakes or groundwater wells that provide drinking water within 3 miles
also limits this site’s potential for posing a health hazard serious
enough for listing on the NPL.

RECOMMENDATION

1) EPA

Based on the current HRS model, FIT recommends that no further remedial
action be planned for Valerion Corporation for the following reasons:

o no evidence of substantial waste quantity;
o no surface vater targets;
o low number of groundwater targets; and

o no observed release to air.

2) State or Other Agency

Copies of this reassessment will be sent to DOHS and RWQCB, for their
consideration.

EPA CONCURRENCE Initial Date

No Further Action Under CERCLA M%;: a n %‘

High-Priority SSI

Medium-Priority SSI
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